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THE 1987 CONFERENCE 
ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND 
C HR 1-5 T C Hegoar ct A 


Diarmid Jennings 
"The Rock”, Havelock 


As usual, the conference flowed along smoothly and a 
very comfortable one indeed. Instead of climbing a tree, 
like a row of professional caterpillars as we did at the 
Wellington Conference, we ran about like a nest of ants 
through a beautiful park with a river, to a complex of nuge 
buildings whereupon all the uninitiated became iost. This was 
mainiy due to the many extensions in progress. "Spiders 
webs" of pipes and tubes reached in ali directions. It was 


exciting to see such faith in the young and the future. 


Yet with al! this hustle and bustie, time had been found 
to fit a plaque into a great stone, in memory of a much loved 
cat. 


We missed a number of our friends from the North Island 
and especially our Secretary, Susan Millar and Weta Editor, 
John Tenquist. We missed too, the Greens - Chris and Olwyn 
but it was good to see Barbara Barratt who organised the 
Dunedin Conference so wel!. An unexpected guest was Mrs Avis 
Hilt who worked as a scientist with Mr A_ Tonnolr at the 
Cawthron Institute in the late ‘20's. 


The Conference was opened by Bob Pilgrim who gave us a 
cheerful welcome. Then came morning tea, Peter and Mrs Johns 
taking much trouble to set up this complex chemical 
experiment. Unfortunately the pipe was blocked and no 
electricity would flow out of it! Even moving to another 
power point did not help so the nest of ants then took off, 4 
number being squashed flat in the swing doors, to a high and 
distant room for more reliable I/ibation. Incidentally, at 
every tea break, the Johns’ produced a huge tin of biscuits 
and made sure no one missed out. 


The Presidential Address was scintillating: (A few of 
the scintillations being laser beams), the papers were 
excellent and wel! delivered. The amount of energy, time, 
travel, research and danger , not to mention calamities that 
had gone into the-makeup of each one was impressive. All in 
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all it could be described as the 
THE CONFERENCE OF THE TALES OF HORROR 


Peter Johns’ wagon was stolen by vandals shortly before 


the Conference. They stole al! the fittings and wrecked the 
inside. He has now equipped it with a massive anchor chain 
that would hold a 30 tonner in a Cook Strait Southerly 
buster! I did not see the anchor, but it won't take off 


again. Also, an annoying outbreak of other family thefts, 
after 30 years of peace. 


Simon Pollard told a nightmare tale of the inconsiderate 
behaviour of a spider! He was conducting an experiment on the 
method that this particular species injected its digestive 
liquids into its prey, while feeding. This necessitated the 
weighing of the spider and its prey, each time it injected 
its juices and then sucked out the liquor. This required the 
use of a sensitive balance. He didn’t have one but he 
eventually managed to persuade someone to tend him a most 
valuable magnetic balance. Al! went weil: he treated the 
balance with the utmost care. The experiment was progressing 
perfectly, when suddenly the spider dashed up into the works, 


laying a web over the sensitive mechanism. Under great 
stress and armed only with a screwdriver and a hammer, he 
managed to evict the spider and remove ali the wed and 
eventually the balance became operationa! again! Was the 


diminishing sine wave he projected on the screen the spiders 
feeding sequence or his’ hand shaking after the problem was 
solved? 


Trevor Crosby’s ordeal, standing with two mouiting 
penquins in South Westland, each counting the number and 
species of bliackflies feeding on eacn otner. (Lucky there 


were no sandflies around Trev'!} 


Don Horning of Sydney discussed Tardgrada’s contempt for 
Haute Cuisine. They don’t care a hoot whether they are cooked 
or not. We missed Zoe and /[ittie Emma. 


V B Meyer-Rochow described the catching of harvestmen 
spiders in glow-worm caves. The slime, the chance of a 
dunking, or suddenly vanishing down a hole must have made 
this no easy task. 


Owing to the uncertainty of obtaining LPG on a Sunday, I 
arrived a day early. It was sunny andI_ went for a long 
walk. Perhaps it was the pavements, but I got water on the 
knee and could hardly hobble around. If it were not for the 
kindness of Pat Quinn of Lake Tekapo in giving me lifts there 
and back from the meetings, I would have arrived just as they 
finished. Thanks Pat. This bother made a shopping trip to 
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the town impossible, so after the Lincoln visit, I took off 
for the 400 km run home a day early. In my haste to leave, I 
left the bedroom window wide open. 


Soggy sunlight on Wednesday morning. About 15 of us 
stood in a jagged circle while Bob Pligrim tried to determine 
if there were more people than cars or more cars than people 
or who went in what, for our run out to Lincoln. Suddenly, 


Ricardo Palma, in his usua! cheerful way starts bouncing 
about in the middle and waving a copy of the PRESS in front 
of Bob: Banner headlines proclaimed that “PILGRIMS ON WRONG 
TRACK". Actually he wasn’t and in no time had everyone 


sorted and away we went. 


A great welcome from Warren Thomas who showed us around 
many interesting laboratories, inhab: ted by lovely 
microscopes and fascinating projects. 


The group photograph coincided with a damp and g!oomy 
day. The back row stood in a puddle, the front row. sat in 
Cb Not long ago, an hours exposure wouid have been 
necessary in that light. Fortunately modern technology has 
cut this down somewhat, as the lady taking the photo siowly 
sank into the mud. 


Unfortunately the hour of the photo coincided with the 
total eclipse of Mike Butcher - only his corona is visibdie- 
sorry about that, Mike! 


On departing from Lincoln, Graeme Ramsay spent the 
evening with friends. He arrived back at the hostel in the 
pouring rain at 0115hrs only to find every door locked up: 
After a tussle with a barberry bush, he located a pile of 
large pipes, and managed to climb up these on to the rodde = 4 
suppose if he had _ fallen into one of them, we could Nave 


recorded the largest ever specimen of a case moth! Then, in 
the downpour, he managed a mid-winter traverse of the Bishop 
Julius roof culminating, to his joy, at my open window! AS 
we had adjoining rooms, there was no oroblem. However, ne 


did point out that I was more use to him absent than present! 


The staff at Bishop Julius hal | maintained it 
beautifully and served up good food. The Annua! Dinner, 
delicious beyond dreams, the care and trouble that the staff 
had gone to, preparing the exquisite cakes, trifles, and 
cream decorations was unbelievable it seemed a shame to eat 


them. 
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AND ALSO ON THE LIGHTER SIDE...-+-++++-> 


There seems to be an overwhelming preoccupation with the 
weather conditions obtaining at our Annual Conferences. With 
this in mind, and recalling that Auckland and Wellington in 
recent years have laid on most unpleasant ’colimate’, the 
Christchurch organisers arranged for what turned out to be 
the ’warmest May in 16 years’[That’s official!]:; for several 
weeks before the conference there was barely a drop of rain. 
BUT, on the day members began go arrive from North and South 
of this climatic paradise, the weather broke and rain 
persisted, no doubt to make the out-of-towners feel at home. 
That this was not a far-fetched correlation was evidenced by 
a return to summery nor-westerly conditions as soon 2° ~he 
post-conference stragglers had left for the: r cooler parts. 

One member [BMR] liked the weather so much that, after 
leaving Harewood Airport building intending to coliect 
tuatara tails in Wellington, he took one look at Rongotai 
gloom and turned back for another night in Christchurch. 


Little advertised activities on the part of conference 
participants include that of GWR, who returned late one night 
to the (Womens’) hostel where he was staying and climbed in 
through the first floor windows; fortunately unobserved by 
the men in blue. He said it made him feel quite young again! 
(see previous report by Diarmid). 


The Monday evening Poster Session was a most comfortable 
occasion, enlivened by the refreshments organised by Antony 
Savill who also caught the salmon proffered for our 
enjoyment. 


The Social highlight was surely the superb annual dinner 
attended by most conference members and graced by a 
sprinkling of wives. It was held in delightful surroundings 
and embodied the gastronomically outstanding ’Okeover’ menu. 
The relatively small attendance was made up for by RLP* who 
returned 7 times to partake of the culinary delights. 


* Not RLCP [so he says] -Ed. 


R.C.L. Pilgrim 
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OIC ICICI III IC CI 12K 2K 1 2 KOK 
A NEW WASP FOR NEW ZEALAND 


F D Chambers 
Namu Road, Opunake 


ABSTRACT 


Eutanyacra licitatorius (Erichson) Comb. n, an endemic 
Australian species, Ichneumonidae, Ichneumoninae is recorded 


from New Zealand. 


Eutanvacra licitatorius (Erichson) 


DISCUSSION 


In early December 1984, specimens of €&. Jlicitatorius 
began appearing commonly in Opunake. 


At this stage the insect was unidentified and specimens 
were sent to DSIR, Mt Albert and to John Early at Lincoln 
College. Neither had seen it before. 


The possibility that it may have blown across the Tasman 
prompted the purchase of I D Gauld’s “An Introduction to the 
Ichneumonidae of Australia’ and the identity was soon 
discovered. Specimens were sent to Ian Naumann, CSIRO, 
Canberra who confirmed their identity. 


—E. licitatorius flies in Opunake from December til! May 
and since December 1984 has also been taken from Pohangina 
Valley near Palmerston North, and the Whangamomona Saddie, 


initand Taranaki. 


Males: Body length 16mm. approx. Face marked with yellow, 
clypeus yellowish. Thorax black, with four white 
(or perhaps very pale yellow) marks on sides, with 
two on top. Gaster, petioles black witn two white 


marks on top. The next two segments reddish, 
remaining segments black with white marks on their 
rear edges. Subgenita!l piate iong, pointed. 


Females: Thicker set than males and with shorter antennae. 
Face marked !/aterally with red, centrally 
blackish. Clypeus reddish, thorax black, wifh four 
white marks on the side, or some or all white marks 
absent. Gaster black, some segments without white 
marks on rear edges» Legs of both sexes reddish anc 
oropodia!l apoonyses ene. Sésoer| Ta Prats 
large, with tuft of 
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SUB COMMITTEE REPORTS 


EDUCATION 
Activities this year have been varied and involved much 
contact with the public. We provided drawings of insects and 
other invertebrates for use in Maori and Samoan language 


nests in Auckland. Olwyn and I gave Loulse Guerin time and 
information for her article on insects which appeared in the 
NZ Listener. Bas Tubert (TVNZ) was contacted about the 
possibility of an item on cockroaches with Mary Mcintyre. 


teaflets on insects and invertebrates were prepared from 
"Soil Critter" articles, and copied onto headed paper. These 
were distributed and are available for interested people. 
(Some have been sent to Inner Mongoi ia! } 


Olwyn prepared two posters for conservation week, and 
smal! posters for children to colour tn. These were very 
popular with schools and were returned, with prizes of 
butterfly posters awarded for best efforts. We were involved 
with “Microworid of Inner Space" both in an advisory and 
practical way. 


Letters were sent to Burton Sllver and other media 
people to encourage better publicity for insects. 


The Roya! Society was given information about our 
Society for their submission to tne review of Science 
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Education in New Zealand. 


A ‘etter was. sent to the Research Grant Committee 


supporting a request for assistance with producing 4a 
slide/tape show on insects. Future projects inciude 
producing an annotated [ist of books on entomological topics 


which could be used by schoo! children for projects etc., and 
attempting to enlist Education Department co-operation for 
entomology, particularly from a New Zealand and/or 
conservation viewpoint. 


H P McColl | 
OR Green 
Me kK 2K 2K 2 2K 2 ok 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
The bibi:tography data dase stil! comor:ses 46 separate 
Tiles. These have been checked and corrected and duplicates 


removed since the last report. Several minor problems to do 
with the citation of books and difficult journal tities 


remain. Once these are resolved they will be incorporated in 
the data base. Following this, the files will be finally 
checked again. They will! then be ready for manipulating on 


the DSIR VAX data-base computer using BASIS. This wil 
enable a complete camera-ready author-alphabetical print-out 
and tne indexes (selected terms from the thesaurus) to be 
produced. 


We hope to reach this stage during the next few months 
so that preparations for publication and marketing can be 


completed. The bibliography will be produced as~ a Bulletin 
of the Society with assistance form the Lottery Fund and the 
OSIR Entomology Division. The appointment of Ms Marleene 
Boyd as Publications Secretary will facilitate this side of 


the project. 


Due to financial restraints it has not been possible to 
process the 1986 NZ literature. We recognise the hign 
priority this must have. 


G W Ramsay 
T K Crosby 
CH Wearing 


Poe STE SSS SO SSS S++ +> > + 5 + > > 2 2 | 
ROYAL SOCIETY MEMBER BODIES*® COMMITTEE 
REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 


This report is published in full in the Roya! Society 
Newsletter which is received by all Entomological Society 
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members. 


Mr Ron Ordish of the National Museum !:s_ the 
Entomological Society’s representative on the Royal Society. 


2K 2K 2K OK OK 3K KK KK 3K OK KOK OK 2K KOK KOK 2K KK 2K OK KK 


THE ENTOMOLOGIST 
EDITOR’S REPORT 


At !ong last, volume 9 of the NZ Entomologist has been 
printed. It has 117 pages and includes several! significant 
papers dealing with NZ weevils and insects of the Pacific. 
The number of papers submitted Vol. 10 now exceeds the space 


available for the issue by about 30% and these wil! be held 
over for Volume 11. 


An Editoriai group has been formed with Allen Heath as 
Editor. He wil! be supported by the following: 


Mrs Brenda May, Entomology Div. DSIR, Auckland 

Mr John Charles, Entomology Div. DSIR, Auckland 
Mr Jonn Early, Entomology Division, DSIR Lincoin. 
Dr Barbara Barratt, Invermay, MAF Mosgiel. 


The new edition of “Preparation and Curation of Insects” 
by Walker and Crosby is now with the SIPC, DSIR. As with the 
First edition, it will be a joint pubiication between the 
DSIR and the Society. There nas been some progress with the 
new Dutterfly chart with everything now ready for printing. 


T K Crosby. 
SOK OK OK KOK OK KOK 2K IKK OK 2K 2K KK 2 >K 
THE 1984 CONFERENCE 
It has been customary for each issue of the NZ 
Entomologist to contain the programme for’ the conference of 
the previous year. Up until now, everything has gone 


smoothly, although a publishing delay has volume 9 for 1987 
containing the programme for the 1985 conference. However, 
the 1984 conference was somehow overiooked and rather than 
present a confusing juxtaposition with iater conferences in 
future issues of the NZ Entomologist the 1984 programme is 
offered here as a record for members. 


Allen Heath, 
(Editor, NZ Entomologist) 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 33rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND 


HELD AT OTAGO UNIVERSITY DUNEDIN 
15 - 18 May 1984 
The following papers were presented: 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
A C G Heath 


Collection or Conservation - The Entomologists s d:iemma. 


GENERAL SESSION: BIOLOGY AND CONTROL OF INSECT PESTS 
Chairman: R P Pottinger 
T A Jackman: Diseases of grass grub in Canterodury. 


R Frampton: The seasona! pattern of Sitona discoideus 


Gyilenha!l farvai estab! ishment in Canterbury lucerne and its 
implications. 


R A Prestidge: Argentine stem weevi! survival in the 
central North isiand. 


RH Blank: Logistics of iarge scale aerial bait trials 
investigating cricket control. 


O R W Sutherland, G A Lane andGbB Russe!!: Plant 
derived deterrents and toxins underly resistance to grass 


grub in Lotus pedunculatus. 


D L Gaynor: Using controlled environment chambers to 
measure grass grub resistance in nematodes. 


D R Greenwood: The fate of aliphatic nitro compounds on 
ingestion by grass grub and black field cricket. 


P J Wigley: Experiments on artificial diets for a 
pasture pest. 


MGHIill: Adult responses to larval rearing density in 
sedentary and migratory noctuid species. 


S 8B Fleming: A simulation modei for climate and 
pathogens for porina. 


POSTERS: 


computer. 

L Malone, P J Wigley, D L Gaynor, A Bimler, amd 8B 
Linklater: A modified rearing technique for Argentine stem 
weevil. 


D M Suckling: Applications of POLO: A Probit or Logit 
Analysis programme. 


RL Palma: Lice from Cook’s 2nd voyage. 


C T Duval: Fauna of New Zealand - status of promised 
contributions. 


D Jennings: Two books of insect and acari drawings. 
A R Mercer: Learning and memory in the honey bee, Apis 
mellifera. | 
SYMPOSIUM: ENTOMOLOGY AND THE COMPUTER 
Convenor: RD Archibald 


Guest Speaker: MR Anderson, Data Processing Manager, 
City of Dunedin, Administration and Finance Group. 


Emerging trends in data processing. 
SESSION 1; COMPUTERISATION OF COLLECTIONS 
Chairman: T K Crosby 


T K Crosby: Concepts to be considered in the 
computerisation af NZAC. 


P C McCol!: How to empty you head! High-tech accessing 
of your collection data. 


OR Green: Storage retrieval of our diagnostic accession 
records on QUEO. 


J I Townsend: Computerisation of insect interception 
records. 


DR Given: Comouterisation of an herbarium. 
G Park: Ecological registration of habitats. 


D S$ worning: Joys and problems in computerising 
collections in a smal! museum. 


SESSION 2: INFORMATION AND MANIPULATION 
CHAIRMAN: T K CROSBY 


P Kidd: Information retrieval from internationa! data 
bases. 


D Keet: Bibliographic data bases and entomology. 
G W Ramsay: The NZ entomo!togy bibl iograpny. 


C T Duval: Word processor, phototypsetter and the "New 
Look" Fauna of New Zealand. 


RR Scott: Preparing a book using a computer. 


WORKSHOP SESSIONS 
How to computerise a reprint/reference coilection 
P C McCo!l!: Computerisation of an insect collection. 
K Matheson: How to use a word processor. 
J Kalimakoff: Prey-predator models on the Apple II. 
P Kidd: How to search international data bases. 
SYMPOSIUM SESSION 3 
Chairman: J Kalmakoff 


S F Crosble: Computer modelling in capture - recapture 
experiments. 


I C M Triggs: Use of statistics in entomology. 


D A Russel!: How and whether to use P.E.T.E. for 
oe. S.7 YS. 


S$ L Goldson and DR Penman: Perceived use of mode!s in 
applied entomology. 


S Warner: Computer simulation for phenological! mode!s. 


N D Barlow: Computer simulation for understanding and 
managing insect populations. 


P D Johnstone: Risks involved in data capture and 
analysis. 
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GENERAL SESSION II 
Chairman: D D McGregor 


G W Gibbs: Specia 
(Lepidoptera). 


‘im f 


ion patterns in Mnesarchaea 


BH Patrick: Distribution of alpine moths in Otago and 


Southland. 

T K Crosby; Campbdei! Isiand: The impact of rats and 
sneepo. 

N Pomeroy: Bumble bees for pollination. The prob!iems of 


colony size. 


J OP leader & S W Nicho!tson: E!lectrophysio!og:ica' 
correlates of ion transport in the matiorgnian tubules of an 
insect, Hem:deina maor 


2K OK KOK OK OK DK OK OK OK OK DK OK DK OK 3K DK OK 3K 3K OK OK 


OTAGO BRANCH 
Report of Activities 


We have had a steady membership and a good attendance at 
meetings with a variety of interesting speakers which 
inc|uded: 


Stephan Hallow from argentina on comparisons 
between alpine fiora and fauna in the Andes and NZ. 


Antony Harris on the !ife nistories of Pompilidae 
and Acroderidae - wasp and fiy families that use 
live spiders as hosts for their iarvae. 


Caroyin Burns on the large range of NZ treshnwater 
crustacea she is familiar with. 


Simon Upton on his portfoiio as Opposition 
Spokesman on science. 


Tony Perrott, Lands and Survey Dept., on the impact 
of user pays in Nationai Parks. 


Roy van Toor of Invermay on bee denaviour as a 
social animal with some interesting comparisons 
with humans. 


Dave Wharton on nematode research and their abliity 
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to survive desiccation. 


Ray Tangney on vegetation habitats in the wetiands 
of takes Waipora and Waihola. 


Field trips were conducted to Blackheag quarry -a 
reacherous area of coastline where Heliothis armiger larvae 


t 
were *ound feeding on Sonchus. Severa! moths of Chenopodium 
so. were also found. As aresu!tt of this field trip, tne 


spectacular basalt formations called the Roman Batns were 

secured by the "ands and Surveys Dept. as a reserve. 
Other trios included Mihiwaka Summit near Port Cha 

the Longwood range and the Hokanui HI/!s. The 

sol lected Graohania brunneosa and G. fenwicki were captured. 


Imers, 
rarely 


Fok 


S trpo fo the saiimarsn areas iy t 
Paranotoreas fulva captured for the first 


Las ManiQgtoto secure: 
T 
Nn 


time in 55 years. 


Charlotte Morris 
‘Abr:dged) 
3K KOK OK 3K 3K KOK OK OK OK OK OK 3K OK K 


CANOE WEEVILS 
Olwyn Green 
This miniature display was made for an Auckland Branch 


meeting on Maori and Pacific island insect ciassi fication. 
(See DISPLAY BOX 6: 20/3/86) 


Tuwhai apa Kewaréwa Ww akangarara 
of, eevil) (NZ. honeysuckle Canoe weev: 


(qura é 


The Maor | people thought of giraffe weevils 
(Lasiorhynchus _barbicornis) as little canoes, and the seed 
pods of rewarewa (NZ Honeysuckle) likewise. because of their 
shape. Heading this -scene of the great migration, is the 
weev | | Furynotia hochstetter!, commoniy found on rewarewa. 


The canoe paddies are made from parts of the rewarewa 
flowers. 
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BRANCH N GQ )T Ess 
DUNEDIN 


last May, a party of Dunedin members comprising Malcolm 
Foord, Brian and Holly Patrick, Antony Harris, Gordon, George 
and Charlotte Morris and Peter Miro from Papua New Guinea 
ascended Saddle Hi!! near Ounedin. The day was fine and mi ida, 
affording panoramic views 


or tne Summit. 


—_ ™ 


The sides of the hill are covered mainly with pasture 
grasses, with a few surviving second growth trees such 4s 
broadieaf, lacebark and kowha:. Burdock (Arctium _inus) with 
dry fruiting heads was widespread and a patcn of Urtica ferox 
Supporltsa reo Sci! tea! | he Pere hers. cocoons and their 
SaracitS Sctomerphs »tr'ioator 4, as well as smal’ hatry Ga) 's 
made by the errepnyid mite Vittacus manson. Of some 
Surprise was the sighting of two adult tussock butterflies 
Arayrophenga antipodum. In summer, they are abundant in this 
area but it seemed |ate in the season for aduits to be stil! 
present. 

There seemed to be a carpet of smali native crickets 
from the bottom of the tra: to the summit - the sma! | 
chirrups were euphonious ana pleasant 


When some buiis with !owered heads began running towarcs 
the party, Holly snowed the right spirit by being not in the 
ieast afraid! 

The summit ‘S modified by grazing and eariy fires. 
However, Poa iindsay: was still relatively common, Saddle 
Hill being the type /ocality. A poor type of over browsed 
secondary growth comprised sucn snrubs as Griselina 
iittoralis, Sophora micropny| ia, Pseudowintera colarata, 
Muehlenbdeck! a spp, Honeria, Plagianthus, Aristotelia 
fruticosa, and a snrub Olearia fragrantissima. On the ground 
among boulders was an attractive sma | | bidibidi, 
Muehlenbeckia and some sma! | coprosmas among a /|ow sward 


consisting in part of Poa lindsay!. 


Yellow and red admiral butterflies were seen flying at 
the summit. Some adult bugs collected there included the 
frog hopper Phi lanus spumaris, adults of the meadow spittie 
bug, the green plant 0obDug Onchcontias vittatus present on 
foliage, and in rotting |ogs were found Undeoconis levis and 
Hudsons anceps, striped and resembling a carroway seed, as 
well as the lichen feeding Arzystona rugiceps. 

Under stones were smal | black byrrhids, Mimopeus 


opacuius, Philoneis sp., and Oregus aereus. 
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Native cockroaches were present under bark. Various 
weevils were found as were larval Paupris aptera (Family 
Cleridae). 


The grasshopper Phaulacridium marginale, cave wetas, and 
male ichneumonid wasps of the genera Auckliandelila, Degathina, 
and Lissonata were reasonably common. A curious yponomeutid 
moth Protosynaema quaestuosa with thick antenna aiternately 
prodding the ground was found. 


Ail in all this was an enjoyabie na:f day trip giving a 
Quick overal | Survey, indicating what equipment to take up 
Should an intensive survey be planned for the futur 


IK KOK KOKO OK KOK KKK KK OK OK 
Adrian Durkin of - 
8 Foley Road, Pedmore 
Stourbridge, West Midlands England. 


Wishes to receive live specimens of Blattaria {with egg 
cases) and Phasmids from New Zealand entomologists. 


Aibert Allen of: 
9235 Wenatchee Ct 
Boise, IDAHO 83709 
USA 


Is interested in several specific Coiepotera genera and 
would like to obtain examples for i!lustration and study. 
They include the following: 


Staphy!linidae - Microsi|lpha 

Jacobsoniidae - Saphophagus 

Phoeostichidae - Agapytho 

Leididae - Camiarus (cave forms) 

Chalcodryidae = Chalcoodrya, Onysisu, Philpottia 
Teneb - Zolodinus 

Colydiidae - Rhizonium, Narix, Orytops, Heterargus 
Byrridae - any 

Cleridae - Metaxina 

Cryptophagidae - Thortus, Picrotus 

Eucinetidae - Apeosoma, Crytomera 

Lucanidae - Dendrobliax 

Helodidae - Veranotus, Atopida 

Chaetosomidae - Chaetosomides 

Cheloanarridae - Amp!ectopus 

Bostrichidae - Euderin 


He would be willing to accept unidentified materia! |f 
it contains any of the above, /!iquid or dry preserved or any 
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way that iS convenient. If interested he will excnange Nort 
American dDeetles of interest, ourchase the material or any 
arrangement that is feasible. 


YK OK KOK KK OK 2K OK OK 3K KOK 


The procedurs of exporting arthropod specimens was 
discusseq at a recent executive meeting and it was 
recommended that the foliowing article, first pudlished in 
the WETA some years ago, be re-published for the information 
of members. 


THE EXPORT OF ARTHROPOD SPECIMENS 


The controversy currently raging in Australian 
entomologica! circies over the export of biological specimens 
indicates that we should examine our own position. The 
Australian Regulation 113A under the Customs Act 1901-1973 
which was promulgated on 19th July 1973 (Statutory ruies 1973 
No. 138), provides that the export from Australia of "Tive or 
dead insects (Including ticks and spiders)" is prohibited 
except with the approval of the Minister of Science, or & 
person authorised by Aim. This regulation was proposed by 


the Conference of Australian Museum Directors against 4 
background of considerable concern and agitation within the 
country. 


Legislation along these lines aiready existed in some 
states and the Conference acted to have it extended to cover 
the whole of Australia. However, it was done without any 
serious attempt to assess the majority opinion of Austraiian 
entomologists or the Australian Entomological Society. 
Possibly it was done in this way to prevent a massive export 
by commercial interests before the ifaw came into effect. 
Only insects, ticks and spiders are mentioned and we wonder 
if mites and other arthropods are included in the legal 
definition. There are indications that the controversy and 
ill-feeling generated by this legislation has probably 
hindered Australian entomology considerably. 


There seems to be two reasons for this legislation: 


1 To prevent the alienation of type specimens. 
2 To prevent the irresponsible export of material for 


commercial gain. 


Apparentiy, commercial collectors had been exporting 
bulk collections for profit, which is, of course, contrary to 
the interests of scientific researcn. 


The legistation created considerable administrative 
difficulties and the problems of policing and enforcing it 
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must be difficult. Overseas reaction has been unfavourable. 


Although we are un-aware of the recent export of large 
collections of arthropods and other biologica! material from 
New Zealand for commercial! gain, we realise that such export 
may go on to some extent, and that iocal collectors have been 
influenced to send l!arge collections of New Zealand animals 
to overseas institutions or to influential private 
collectors. Protected vertebrate species such as kiwis, 
penguins and tuatara have been listed in certain overseas 
catalogues in recent years, so it is obvious that i!/!egal 
poaching and export has occurred. Certain overseas 
organisations have advertised in the past for bulk insect 
collections. 


We do not think it possible to prevent trafficking of 
this kind by tlegisitation alone and consider that Detter 
results would be obtained by bringing pressure to bear 


against such activities, by developing an Entomologica! 
Society policy on the subject and attempting to create 4 
climate in which it would be strongly disfavoured. 
Ultimately, if voluntary cooperation fails, it may oe 


necessary to recommend legisiation. 


The alienation of types is a much more serious problem 
for New Zealand than Australia. Up to the early parts of 
this century most of our primary types were deposited in the 
British Museum (Natural History) and other overseas museums. 
This is still occurring but at aminor level. The recent 
revision of the law in New Zealand (Antiquities Act, 1974) 
made no change as’ far as the export of biological specimens 
is concerned so that the legal restrictions operating on New 
Zealand apply only to type specimens, for which export of 
each specimen requires .from the Secretary of Internal Affairs 
a permit, which in practice will be granted only to an 
institution willing to send a type on loan to an overseas 
specialist for scientific study. 


When collections of particular groups are sent overseas 
for study, or when requests for such are received, the /oan 
should be co-ordinated so that the specialist receives the 
majority of, if not all, material available in New Zealand. 
In the recent past, overseas experts have received NZ 
material piecemeal at the whim of individual entomologists, 
with the result that a number of smal! papers are produced 
rather than one substantial monograph. This is obviously to 
the detriment of NZ- entomologists and entomology. 


The Entomological Society of New Zealand has therefore 
formulated the following general policy regarding sending 
entomological material overseas. These points could possibly 
be extended to cover most biological specimens. 


54 


for exchange 


Spec s 
be | atively To 


imens sent oversea 
dentified authorit 


os The society discourages sale or 
unilateral gift of specimens overseas, 
but if this is done, all specimens must 


be identified by a specialist to species. 


aa) All unidentified materiai sent 
overseas must be sent on loan, with the 
following conditions. 


| All nholotypes of new species must be 
returned for deposition in a New Zealand 
Institution. 


of the series may be retained by the 
specialist identifying the species in 
recognition of his services, Dut the 1st 
and 3rd specimens and 75% of the 
remainder of the series must be returned 
to New Zealand. 


ae. No specimens should be Sent overseas 
on loan for identification or research 
unti! New Zealand sytematists nave nad 


the opportunity to identify them. 


5 Editors of NZ journals should be 
urged to adopt a policy of making certain 
that the deposition of holotypes in al! 
systematic papers is clearly stated and 
that they consider rejecting papers where 
the author refuses to deposit holotypes 
of new NZ species in New Zealand. 


G.W. Ramsay (Librarian) 
J.C. Watt (Editor) 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND Inc. 
2ist Anniversary Research Grants 


Auckland Branch 


$250 towards an audio visual presentation on 
introductory entomology. 


Mr C D Millar, Auckland University 


$790 for an experimental! study of induction of melanism 
in 2 species of Lepidoptera. Cabbage white butterfly and 
tomato fruit worm caterpillars wil! be reared on artificial 


media containing chemicals known to 
| 


be associated with 
pollution, to see if any melanism result 


Mr C S White, Auckland University 


$570 towards a study of genetic and taxonomic 
relationships among NZ tortricids. This is an extension of 
his work at Stewart Island = on leafroliers using the same 


tecnniques. 
Mr G R Reeves 


$500 towards the costs of constructing an insect storage 
cabinet. 


Research project reports received during 1986-1987 
Mr N A Deans (1985 Grant) 


Mr Deans participated in “Operation Raleigh as a field 
scientist during January-March 1986. He collected insects 
associated with Nothofagus in Chile to compare them with 
their counterparts in NZ. This was done to provide evidence 
in the debate about biogeographical origin of the southern 
flora/fauna. Analyses are not yet complete, but it would 
appear that relatively few of the Nothophagus associated 
insects in NZ and Chile are closely related. More detailed 
analysis may reveai further patterns. 


Otago Branch (1985 grant) 

A collection of slides of moths is well under way. Over 
80 specimens have been completed. This reservoir of si ides 
can now be used in various combinations to produce posters, 
booklets or more complete works. 


Mr G T McArthur (1985 grant) 
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This grant was used to fund a visit to the Entomology 
Division, Auckland to examine Wiseana specimens held in the 
Nationa! Arthropod Collection. Further specimens were 
forwarded from a number of other jocalities within NZ also. 


A copy of Mr McArthur’s MSc Thesis, “AN electrophoretic 
of the genus Wiseana Viette 


contribution to the systematics 

(Lepidoptera: Hepiaiidae) was received. This and other 
eompleted reports are heid in the Society’s archives at the 
=ntomo!ogy Otvision, Auckland and are availabie for 


reference. 
Mr C S$ White (1986 grant) 


A trip to Stewart Isitand in 1986 yieidead good numbers of 
leafroller farvae for this project on the taxonomic status of 


the Isiand’s l!eafrolier motns. Sampies have been processed 
for storage and analysis. Data obtained wil! be used to give 
a cladistic analysis of ali 'eafro!lier groups. 


Auck!and Branch (1986 grant) Matuku Reserve tree platform 


Construction was neid up due to the presence of a bee's 
nest close to the (adder. However work is now aimost 
finished and an articie wil: appear in the WETA giving 
details of the project. 


S. Millar 
Secretary. 
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NEWS FLASH.........--:+--; 


An ~~ international society of professional forensic 
scientists, The Forensic Science Society of Great Britain, 
has awarded the Philip Allen Memorial Award for 1987 to 4 
scientists at the DSIR Mt Albert Research Centre, Auckland. 


Trevor Crosby and Charies Watt of the Entomology 
Division and Anne Kistemaker and Peter Neilson of the 
Chemistry Division rceived this award recent!iy. The award was 
for the best paper published in the Society’s journal for 
1986. Their paper was entitied "Entomological identification 
of the origin of imported cannabis . 


The origin of the cannibdis was unable to be identified 
by chemical methods, Dut the finding and identification of 
pinhead-sized insects embedded in the plant material proved 
that the cannabis came from an area within 500 kilometres of 


af 


Bangkok. Without this evidence, the police were expecting 
major difficulties in proving charges of importing the 
cannibis into New Zealand. 


(Note: The paper was entitied: 
Entomological Identification of the Origin of Imported 
Cannabis. J. Forensic Science Soc. 26:35-44 


Accidental introduction of living, diapausing prepupae of the mud-daubing wasp 
sceliphron Jaetum (Hymenoptera: Sphecidae) into New Zealand. 


A. C. Harris 
Otago Museum, Great King Street, Dunedin. 


Wasps of the genus Sceliphron Klug (Sphecidae: Sceliphrini) are mud-daubers 
having a very long petiole and a body typically marked with black and yellow. The genus 
is cosmopolitan, and several species have become widely distributed by man. 


Callan (1979) drew attention to the absence of this genus in New Zealand, and in 
1980 wrote a further note stating that Kohl (1918) and Bohart and Menke (1976) 


were incorrect in listing the common Australian species Sceliphron (Sceliphron) 
laetum (F. Smith) as occuring in New Zealand. 


S._laetum is a large (females up to 30mm long), spectacular species which 
frequently constructs its nests near man-made structures. It progressively provisions 
its cells with spiders of the family Argiopidae. 


On 9 October 1987, Mr. G. D. Jenkins of Mogiel discovered, in the boot of his car, a 
nest of this species. The car had been brought from Nambour (26° 38' 152° 58’) in 
Queensland, Australia, during August, 1987, but it was not until October Sth that the 
nest and its prepupae were discovered. Mr. Jenkins noticed what he though was some 
mud underneath a groove inside the boot of his car. When he attempted to remove it, 
prepupae dropped out of the cells. He brought the specimens and remains of the nest to 
Mr. A. W. Don (Zoology Department, University of Otago), who gave them to me. 


Although all of the diapausing prepupae were living, it is unlikely that this species 
could become established as far south as Dunedin. It could, however, almost certainly 


survive in Northland, where several species of adventive wasps have become established 
over the last three decades (Harris, 1984). 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON PREDATION AND SCAVENGING BY THE 
INTRODUCED WASPS VESPULA GERMANICA AND V. VULGARIS 


B.W. Thomas 
Ecology Division, DSIR, Private Bag, Nelson. 


The wasp Vespula germanica became established in New Zealand 
after it was accidentally introduced into the Waikato in 1944. 


A study undertaken from 1949 to 1952 recorded that it ate a 
wide variety of foods. These included nectar, honeydew (from 
many species of scale insects and aphids), damaged fruits 
(apples, grapes, peaches, strawberries, etc.), meat and 
invertebrates. However, at no time in the course of that work 
were wasps seen to sting the insects they preyed upon (Thomas 


1960). 


During 20 years of working in Nelson beech forests I have been 
an interested casual observer of the predatory habits of the 
introduced wasps V. germanica and V. vulgaris. Blowflies 
(Calliphora spp.) are the most common prey seen taken. Usually 
a Wasp will pounce on a fly, immediately attemot to chew off 
the wings to stop it escaping, and sometimes chew off legs as 
well during the violent fracas that ensues. Once immobilised 
in this way the fly is dismembered and the pieces taken 
separately to the nest. I never saw the wasps sting flies or 
other small prey during any of the dozens of times I watcned 
them. Notes from 1976 to 1984 indicated a strong correlation 
between increasing numbers of wasps and diminishing numbers 

of blowflies throughout the summer at Mt Misery, Nelson Lakes 
National Park. Wasps were in greatest numbers in the zones of 
mixed podocarp/beech and red beech (Nothofagus fusca) on the 
lower slopes of the mountain, but very occasionally a nest 

was found above the bushline. 


On 21 March 1984 at Mt Misery, M.N. Clout (pers. comm.) saw 
several wasps attacking a stick insect on a Coprosma shrub 
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near the shore of Lake Rotoroa. After being stung many times 
the stick insect fell to the ground where the wasps proceeded 
to “cut” it up and carry pieces away before the creature was 
dead. R.H. Taylor (pers. comm.) recently watched a small wasp 
grappling with a much larger moth on the forest floor in the 
Same general area. Although the moth flapped violently the 
wasp clung firmly to its posterior and appeared to Sting it 
several times on the abdomen. 


On 21 February 1986, in a small beech remnant near Trass 
Valley (50 km south of Nelson), I investigated some unusual, 
prolonged calls of a chorus cicada (Amphipsalta zelandica) 
because they were uncharacteristic of those usually associated 
with predation by birds. The male cicada was being attacked 

by a single wasp (V. vulgaris). During the initial, intense 
struggle, which lasted for 15 minutes, the wasp Stung its prey 
several times between the head and thorax and segments of the 


abdomen, and also chewed off a leg and a piece from a ventral 
tympanum. Once the cicada was sufficiently immobilised the 
wasp flew off and left it lying on its side on the forest 
Floor, weak but still moving. 


After an hour, during which time the cicada had almost ceased 
to move, a wasp (presumably the same one) returned and immed- 
tately began to sever the rear segments from the abdomen. It 
took 12 minutes for the wasp to achieve this and fly off with 
the morsel, leaving the cicada with legs still moving slightly. 
A wasp appeared four minutes later and began to chew off 

another section of abdomen, but at this point I had to leave. 


When I returned approximately 2.5 hours later all but the two 
front legs of the cicada had been chewed off, and wasps were 
working well inside the body cavity through a hole they had 
made in the underside of the thorax. Since the departing wasps 
were flying 25 metres or more before being lost to Sight, and 
the carcass was seldom left for more than 30 seconds without 
a visit, it seems that several wasps were involved in this 
operation. However, only once were two wasps seen at the 
carcass at the same time. After another 30 minutes of obser- 
vation, and more than four hours since the initial attack, 
wasps were still dismembering the cicada, but virtually all 
that remained by then was the shell. 


Other invertebrates I have seen being preyed upon by wasps 
include spiders, bees, beetles and craneflies. Scavenging on 

a variety of carrion is also commonly seen. On occasions, we 
nave deliberately left deer jaws outside for wasps to clean 
up. A portion of meat the size of a cricket ball was removed 
by wasps in a few hours from the hindquarters of a deer left 
hanging in a tree, and the corpses of two chicks found in a 
blackbird's nest on the fringe of Big Bush were being devoured 
by wasps. This leads one to speculate whether wasps ever kill 
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nestlings, or otner animals such as baby {iizards, but to my 
knowledge it has not been documented in New Zealand. However 
introduced wasps are obviously very successful predators of 
snvertebrates. In places such as the Nelson area, where there 
are extremely dense populations, they have undoubtedly had a 
major impact on native invertebrate populations. We a Racsoae E 
probably to the detriment of other native fauna such as 
lizards and insectivorous birds. It is somewhat of a wry 
twist though, that I found queen wasps in the stomachs of 
several adult green skinks (Leiolopisma lineoocellatum) 
collected in the Nelson Lakes area during the early 1970s. 
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SIR CHARLES FLEMING 


The Society records with regret, the recent death 


of Sir Charles Fleming. An obituary will be 
published in Volume 11 of the "New Zealand Entomologist” 
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MURPHYS'S LAwS O2 INSsCT SPECIMAN PRSAPSRATION 
CG.d. end O.R. Green 


1 Fine-nosed rorceps will elways land point downwards when 
knocked from the bench. 


2. #ine-nosed forceps will only oe knocked from the bench 
when they do not have the cap on. 


3. Forceps mede of hardened steel will elways Tind an even 
harder suostrate to lend on, such <8 linoleum. 


4, The prize moth from the rislda trip Will be tne one which 
dies 4itn its wings up. 


The phone always rings just efter the glue is placed on 
ea cerd point. 


es.) tee check the spelling of a species name, the book required 
Will be out on loan. 


7. The species name will be changed in the next publication 
after the ID labels nave deen written. 


8. The number of insect specimens in a series is always 
greeter then the number of labels written/ordered. 


3, Printed labels will arrive the week after the specimens 
are required for a talx or display. 


10. Labels cut from a card will always iand on tne bench 
face down. 


z 
(Th ; at if, 


en 
8th October 1987 or , \ 


Gg. RAMSAY 

The N.Z. Entomological Soc. 

C/- D.S.I.R. Entomology Division 
Private Bag 

AUCKLAND 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


N.Z. Heritage Park is currently planning a butterfly 
display as part of the 'Natureworld' section to complement 
the existing displays of flora and fauna, 


The display planned 1s a walk-through exhibit containing 
live butterflies. Based on similar exhibits overseas, sr 


will be a landscaped glasshouse with artificial heating 
and lighting for a 'year-round' exhibit. 


We are hopingto provide information, displays and photo- 
graphs of lepidoptera in New Zealand to provide an educa- 
tional aspect to the exhibit. 


The species from which we hope to initiate the display 
will be the 


Monarch Danaus p. plexippus 
White Pieris rapae 

N.Z. Copper Lycaena rauparaha 
Blue Zizinia spp. 

Red Admiral Bassaris gonerilla 
Yellow Admiral Bassaris itea. 


We are at present developing an off-display support facility 


including a horticultural area where the life-cycles will 
be maintained to provide a year round display and to avoid 
collecting specimens from wild populations. 
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We hope to develop the exhibit as our facilities and 
expertise progress and include other species of butter- 
flies. 


We have been given, subject to certain conditions, approval 
to apply for permission to import the following migrant 


Species that visit New Zealand from Australia 


Lesser Wanderer Canaus chrysippus petilia 
Australian Blue Tiger Danaus hamatus hamatus 


- Painted Lady Cynthia kershawi 
‘ Meadow Argus Junonia villida calybe 


Our purpose in writing was to inform the Society of our 
intentions and to ask for any comments or suggestions that 
you might like to make on this project. 


We are attempting to provide an attractive and educational 
display, one that will be a ‘must see' for visitors and 
Aucklanders alike. 

If anyone from the Society wishes to visit the Park to 
gain a better understanding of what we are trying to do, 
please don't hesitate to contact us. 


Yours sincerely, 
NEW ZEALAND HERITAGE PARK 


T. Bennett 
NATUREWORLD SUPERVISOR 
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